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Looking Back :: Looking Ahead
Leaders Notes
This week is a little different than normal. This Sunday you will hear or already heard an 
account of how a church in Texas embraced the message of the gospel and sought to 
take that message to their community and to the world. This got us thinking about our 
own history here at the Summit Church and how God has faithfully built a community of 
peoples that are united to him through his Son Jesus Christ. A brief history of the 
Summit is on page 2 of this guide. Also, we will begin our discussion of generosity as 
proposed in the first two chapters of the book Treasure Principle which is available for 
you at the info table.

Discussion Questions :: review history of Summit on pg. 2 before proceeding
**This is really a time for your group to share stories of life-change as a result of 
understanding and believing the gospel.**

1. How has / is the gospel message impacted/ impacting your life in each area below:
A. Personal - Your view of God, your relationships, your marriage, your children.

A. For example, if you are a parent: “How has the gospel influenced the 
way you parent your kids?”

B. Church - Your view of church as a whole. Your involvement in a ministry team. 
Why are you involved in the church? 

C. Community and Global - Our role as the church in our community. Our role in 
taking the gospel to the nations.

Discussion Questions - Treasure Principle Chps 1-2.
1. In the Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn states the first key to unlocking the treasuring 
principle in oneʼs life is realizing that God owns everything and Iʼm His money manager.   
Contrast this truth with the common American cultureʼs worldview.  What areas do we often 
think of in terms of ownership in our lives and how does that common thought square with the 
Scriptures?

2. In the Treasure Principle, Alcorn emphasizes heavily - the JOY of giving.  Discuss how having 
a mentality of JOY in giving contrasts from having a mentality of giving sacrificially.  

3. In the Treasure Principle, Alcornʼs first main principle is You canʼt take it with you-but you 
can send it on ahead.  Most people in our culture do not have a problem with setting aside 
money every year toward their retirement plan.   Why do you think it is difficult for some in the 
church to grasp this similar Kingdom principle?  Discuss how you can better foster Kingdom 
financial planning in your own families.

 **Additional discussion questions on page 3.
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A Brief History of the Summit Church

2002 :: A plateaued church of 350 re-launches as the Summit with a renewed vision to 
reach Durham. 1134 attend services that first Easter

2003 :: Students from Carolina and Duke “find” the Summit and weekly attendance 
surges to over 1000. People space becomes a “good” problem. Two families are 
planting churches overseas.

2004 :: FOCUS: Congregation votes to continue to reach people by selling building and 
moving to a larger location. Raised $2.8 million. 

2005 :: MISSION: Love God, Love Each Other, Love Our World. Summit moves to 
Riverside High School for the next 2.5 years. Set up begins each Sunday at 6am. 
Attendance grows to 1500.

2006 :: Week of Hope: More than 500 volunteers spend a week serving the city. 
Congregation finds a future site near Brier Creek on the border of Raleigh & Durham.

2007 :: First multi-site campus is launched in NW Durham with 500. Brier Creek 
campus is launched and immediately grows to 2000.

2008
• Third and fourth campuses launched
• More than 900 people worship at a campus other than Brier Creek AM
• 140 people baptized on one Sunday!
• 260 baptisms for the year.
• 500 new committed members of the Summit
• Average attendance has grown 30% with up to 3000 some weeks.
• 1,200+ serve on a short term mission trip locally, nationally or internationally.
• 41 international church planters sent from our congregation.
• Church Planting Center started with 70 participants
• Sermon podcasts are downloaded more than 7,000 times per week.
• Missions Giving exceeds $900,000.



Treasure Principle Answers:
1. The worldview of American culture tends to be very individualistic and egocentric (regarding 

the self as the center of all things).  This mindset causes oneʼs own interests to supersede 
the interests of God and the interests of others.  Viewing  God as the owner of all things 
radically changes cultureʼs message of greed to a notion of responsible living.  You may get a 
variety of answers that will apply here but likely the most common answer will be finances or 
material possessions.    Four Scriptures are mentioned by Alcorn that give a balanced look at 
finances and material possessions: Psalm 24:1, Haggai 2:8, Deuteronomy 8:18, 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20.  Try to have a working knowledge of these Scriptures to help foster a 
biblical reflection.

2. When we give for Kingdom purposes, we exchange lesser treasures for greater treasures.   
We do not do this out of a dutiful mindset but out of joyful exhilaration.  This type of joy is 
demonstrated in Matt. 13:44.  You definitely want to refer to this Scripture to understand 
Alcorn's point.   The present joy comes from anticipating future joy.

3. Not getting this principle results either from not fully understanding or not fully believing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.   Its pretty much that simple…  J.D. mentioned on his blog the other 
day he has been wholeheartedly investing in his retirement plan and the Summit Church for 
the past 6 years.  His retirement has failed him to but His investment in the Church has 
yielded “amazing divʼʼidends”   Emphasize the great value to being even more proactive in 
your Kingdom investments as you are in your 401K.

Additional Question:
 In the Treasure Principle, Alcorn cites Matthew 6:20 “Store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven…” to emphasize that it is not wrong to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven.  In 
fact, Alcorn goes on to say that God expects us to act out of our enlightened self-interest.  Some 
may still criticize this mentality of storing up treasures in heaven as selfish, but distinguish 
between Jesusʼ command here and actual selfishness.

Answer: Alcorn defines selfishness as the pursuit of gain at the expense of others.  God does 
not have a limited number of resources to distribute.  It is by serving God and others that we 
store up treasures in heaven.  Every one gains, no one loses out.   We store up treasure in 
heaven not just because it is right but because it is smart.  Treasures stored up in heaven are 
lasting.


